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What is CLEAN?

ÅCLEAN = Cayuga Lake Environmental Action Now 

ÅŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ

ÅFormed in 2017

ÅOne part-time employee: Stephanie Redmond

ÅHire experts: geologist, hydrogeologist, environmental attorney

ÅDepend on donations-J   CLEANCayugaLake.org

ÅDepend on people speaking up

ÅSteering Committee
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Some news
ÅDEC issued Cargill new 5-year mining permit allowing  S3 flooding

Å2030-2032: salt reserves at north end of the mine exhausted?  

ÅCargill already seeking to extend permitted reserves northward?

ÅIncreasing secrecy:  2023 & 2024 mine maps
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Beach Well @s. end of Bill George Road:
salinized after Cargill mined U55?
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Cayuga Salt Mine vs Hampton Corners Salt Mine
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descriptor Cargill Cayuga Salt Mine ARS Hampton Corners Salt Mine

Parent corporation gross revenues $177B in fiscal 2023 $40M in 2022

Annual production ҒнΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻƴǎҒпΦо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻƴǎ

Number of employees Ғмср Ғплл ǿ ǘǊǳŎƪƛƴƎ

Is workforce unionized? No Yes

Geologists on Staff 0 2

Mining under a lake Yes No

Water intrusion problems Possibly at U12 No

Rate of water inflow About 34 GPM About 4 GPM

Environmental Impact Statements 0 over 54 years 2 in 25 years
No. of fatalities 6 0

Disposal of shaft leakage waters in the mine Yes No

Extraction ratio 43% 60%



Environmental harm to drinking water

ÅThis harm already exists:  Bolton Point 2024 
report: sodium 33 mg/L

Å9t!Ωǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ǎƻŘƛǳƳ 
diets: 20 mg/L

ÅRoad salt loading of the lake could be reduced 
30% by using brine for deicing 

ÅBill George Rd brine seep: one of many?
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Q& A
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Some Chronology
¶ 1970. Cargill buys rights to mine salt under Cayuga Lake from Cayuga Rock Salt.

¶ 1974-76. Himrod Salt Mine failure/closure; 2 fatalities (18 miles from CSM)

¶ 1980. Lake Peigneur drains into the Diamond Crystal Salt Mine, Louisiana

¶ 1986. Solvay Process Co. closes Tully Valley Brine operations (25 miles from CSM)  

¶ 1994. Akzo Nobelôs Retsof mine collapses and floods ( 65 miles from CSM). 

¶ 2022. Cargill closes & begins flooding the Avery Island Salt Mine 

¶ February 2023. Cargill begins flooding the S3 without a permit modification or EIS

¶ July 2023 Cargill hires Deutsche Bank to sell Cayuga Salt Mine

¶ 2023-25 CLEAN asks DEC, OGS, & Gov Hochul for mine closure & $10B bond.

¶ 2025.08.14 DEC extends Cargill mining permit for 5 years allowing S3 flooding
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Tully Valley mud boil in 2005
brine has continued to flow to the surface 40 years after mining ended 
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